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PrefaCe to the Seventh edItIon

As we put the finishing touches on this edition, we are reminded how import-
ant international civil litigation has become to both lawyers and law students. The 
U.S. Supreme Court’s docket bursts with cases on topics ranging from foreign sov-
ereign immunity to international discovery. Reported jurisprudence from the lower 
federal courts and state courts are likewise replete with pathbreaking decisions on 
topics like personal jurisdiction over foreign defendants and thorny issues of for-
eign judgment enforcement.

Nor are these trends confined to the United States. European lawmakers and 
jurists increasingly must examine the cross-boundary implications of their asser-
tions of judicial or prescriptive jurisdiction. So too, European courts encounter 
parties from the United States engaged in transboundary forum shopping or wres-
tle with a range of American procedural devices like overseas discovery requests 
that test the boundaries of their own laws on matters like privacy.

Much like lawmakers and courts, the academic community now pays greater 
attention to the discipline. The new Restatement (Fourth) of U.S. Foreign Rela-
tions Law offers the best evidence. It pays much-needed attention to many of the 
topics addressed in this book and draws heavily on its analytic framework. In the 
wake of the Restatement, an already strong surge in academic commentary on 
these issues can be expected to continue.

While accounting for these important trends, this book remains true to its 
original purpose: to assist students, practitioners, and scholars alike in understand-
ing international civil litigation in United States Courts. Despite the pressures of a 
growing corpus of law, it persists in a deliberate effort to offer a hybrid casebook 
and commentary, resting on the premise that extensive discussion and reference to 
authorities provoke better, more challenging questions.

As with our past editions it would not have been possible without the assis-
tance of countless colleagues, students, competitors, and friends. Once again, we 
cannot hope to acknowledge them all here and will not attempt to do so. As in the 
past, Steven Burbank at the University of Pennsylvania Law School and Linda Sil-
berman of New York University, both of whom have used the book for many years 
shared very generously of their time and insights. Among our colleagues, Rachel 
Byers, Jacqueline D’Aniello, Cara Musciano, Jacob Swanstrom, and Alexis Watson 
provided valuable research assistance. We’d especially like to single out Marc Lee 
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and Emina Sadic Herzberger for leading the research and revision efforts. Finally, 
we would like to thank the teams at Aspen Publishing, especially Justin Billing, 
Gwen de Vries, and Joe Terry, for their support.

Gary B. Born
London/Berlin

Peter B. Rutledge
Athens, Georgia

June 2022
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